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NEWSLETTER, MAY 2008 

Introducing the Shadetree Mechanic 
Pieter Loftus 

Pieter Loftus uses this term to describe himself.  According to Wikipedia.com, the term "Shadetree Me-
chanic" is a general term for people who enjoy working on automobiles in their spare time, usually in 
their own driveways, taking up basic DIY upgrades as well as basic maintenance.  

What types of bikes have you owned? 

I have a love and passion for the lifestyle and sport of motorcycling. I’ve owned and maintained several 
cruisers and customs, dual-sports and motocross, touring and sport with 2 and 4 stroke engines includ-
ing Harley-Davidson, Ducati, BMW, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, Honda, Triumph, BSA, Norton, Buell, Ural, 
Indian, Victory, Big Dog and Iron Horse. 

What types of bikes do you perform maintenance on? 

I perform standard service and custom work on just about every make and style of motorcycle in exis-
tence, though I haven't had a chance to work on jet or steam powered bikes yet, but I do welcome those 
that have them. 
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What type of maintenance do you perform? 

I do the regular maintenance as well as major repairs, electrical work, stock and suspension, and per-
formance. 

What types of custom work do you perform? 

I can fabricate and install unique and custom parts for most bikes; I out-source things like paint, powder-
coating, chrome and tire installation to my contacts in those areas of expertise.  Even though I’ve done 
full custom builds, engine rebuilding and restoration in the past, I no longer have the facilities to take on 
these enormous tasks at home. However, I do assist a lot of DIY clients in those endeavors at their home 
or shop. 

What are your rates like? 

My shop rate is $40 per hour with special pricing depending on the task being performed.  I also accept 
beer and Irish whiskey as payment in certain cases (Corona, Guinness, Jameson and Powers are among 
my favorites).  I am very honest, my rates are negotiated up front and all my work is guaranteed, (within 
reason).  Advice and estimates are always free and I only charge for turning wrenches, not staring at the 
bike.  If the need arises, I have a trailer for transporting bikes from anywhere to anywhere locally includ-
ing roadside assistance, (keep in mind that my availability is variable). 

Where’s your shop and how can you be contacted? 

I work out of my garage on nights and weekends and do the occasional house call. My hours vary de-
pending on how my life is going. If anyone is in need of my services or advice they may call me at 
(619)366-9426, 10am to 10pm for best results or 24 hours a day at pieterloftus@fastmail.us. 

 

mailto:pieterloftus@fastmail.us
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Memorial Day Ride 

West Coast Thunder IX, Monday May 26 

Sol Sister Member Carol Kropp posted this upcoming cool ride on the Bulletin Board. Find details on the 

website http://www.westcoastthunder.com/08Registration.htm. 

 

West Coast Thunder IX is an event to honor our Military Soldiers on this day of National Recognition. 

West Coast Thunder is asking for your help. The proceeds raised by this annual event are donated to  

the Riverside National Cemetery Support Committee. 

The motorcycle parade starts at precisely 9:11 am, with over 30 flag-bearing bikes and a host of dignita-

ries including the Mayor of Riverside. The parade of more than 5,000 motorcycles will then proceed 

through the streets of Riverside to the Riverside National Cemetery.  

West Coast Thunder starts with a gathering of motorcycles at Skip Fordyce Harley-Davidson & Buell, 

7688 Indiana Ave, Riverside, CA 92504. 

Registration:  $25 - Tax Deductible 501C3 ID # 33-0722700.  

Registration includes both a breakfast and a lunch.  

Summer Nationals Reminder                     
June 20 – 22, 2008 

Jett says it’s beautiful and will be a blast…… 

Hosted by Edmonton Chapter, Wild Roses 
Theme: Wild West Klondike Days    
Executive Royal Inn West Edmonton 
10010-178th Street, Edmonton, Alberta, T5S 1T3 
Direct Line 780-930-6852 / Direct Fax 780-930-6869 
Toll Free 1-800-661-4879 Ext. 303 
http://www.executivehotels.net/edmonton/s_wested_home.cgi 

California Statewide Primary Elections 
VOTE on Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Find your polling place on Election Day at www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_ppl.htm 

View information on statewide elections at www.voterguide.sos.ca.gov 
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Can Anyone Identify These Route 66 Landmarks? 
 

 

 

 

 

 


